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Opposite: The main Schlesinger & Mayer 

store (Chicago) was built in stages begin-

ning in 1899. The last three bays to the south 

(right) were added as late as 1961, designed 

by Holabird & Root to match Sullivan’s 

design. The original cornice had been 

removed but was rebuilt as part of the build-

ing’s conversion from a department store to 

mixed use: retail below and offices above. 

Right: The stunning corner entrance pavilion 

and other ornamental ironwork on the base 

were designed by George Grant Elmslie, 

by then fully in command of Sullivan’s 

decorative ideas and technique. According to 

Elmslie, Sullivan was entirely responsible for 

the rest of the building. Restoration of the 

ironwork was completed in 2010.


